Tackling Truancy

A Study Guide

Participants should be able to:

· Identify multiple reasons that students are chronically _____________ from school
· Describe the ____________ of school attendance and how it has a long-term affect on students

· Implement ____________ techniques in order to encourage greater school attendance

Truancy – an overview

Truancy is the excessive absence from school, and __________to attend school.

There are many reasons that students may be excessively absent from school.

Most truancy is attributed to _______________-related factors.
Glossary
Truancy can also be referred to as ___________absenteeism

Incentive is a ___________ for kids to be present at school

Positive reinforcement a ___________ given to kids when they attend school regularly 
How we identify the problem

_________test scores or an excessive amount of ______________ may indicate a truancy problem in a school

Related problems  

Students with high rates of absenteeism are more likely to drop out of school before high school, which can greatly limit their ____________ choices. 

Chronic absenteeism negatively effects student’s ______________ achievement, graduation, self-esteem, and employment potential. 

 Students are more likely to miss school due to __________-related factors, rather than for _____________-related issues. 

Poor relationships between _____________ and ____________ greatly affect school attendance. 

Student’s ____________ perception of school and overall dislike of school contributes to the likelihood they will skip. 

There is some evidence showing that students who exhibit school refusal are often suffering from a significant amount of _____________ distress, such as anxiety or depression, which may have to do with some of the negative things they are experiencing, or perceiving, at school.
Excessive _______________ contributes to chronic absenteeism. 
What works:  Research you can use

Students have attributed their excessive absences to __________ classes, loss of interest in school subjects, courses that do not seem to __________ to their lives and bad or awkward relationships with teachers. 


Offer _______________ to students who come to school every day for a month. 
Encourage ___________ interaction among students in the classroom, and promote extracurricular activities after school in order to contribute to the positive atmosphere in school. 
Use a ______________ system among peers to increase school attendance.
Offer reinforcement and ________________for to all students who attend school regularly.
To ____________________ future attendance, contact and __________________ parents and students who are chronically absent by calling them on the days they come to school. 
__________________ students in the classroom each day for coming to school; have the principal personally recognize the students each day that they are in class.
A case illustration:
Sam doesn’t like school. Sixth grade has proved to be a tough year for him, and there are many factors that contribute to his dislike of school. He doesn’t like his teacher, and he says that she is always picking on him. 

He thinks the perfect solution to his problem is to stop going to school…
· What are some possible factors contributing to Sam not wanting to go to school?
· What are some ways that teachers can work to create a more positive environment for Sam to learn?
*Please refer to the Tackling Truancy Newsletter for resources and more information.
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